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Introduction 

An Export Control Classification Number (ECCN) is used by the U.S. Department of Commerce to 
categorize items that are subject to export control restrictions. An item’s ECCN is the most important 
information needed when assessing whether your package can be legally shipped to a particular person 
outside the United States or shared with a foreign national from a particular country. Only materials that 
are under the jurisdiction of the Export Administration Regulations (EAR) have ECCNs. This includes most 
items on campus. The goal of the EAR is to prevent the transfer of potentially dangerous technology, 
tangible items, and software to entities who would use them to undermine the security of the United 
States and its allies.  

IMPORTANT: material that is inherently military, related to nuclear technology or protected 
infrastructure information, as well as some satellites, are in a jurisdiction other than the EAR, and may 
be under stricter controls (e.g., ITAR, DEA). Contact MIT Export Control if this applies to your material.  

It is best to identify the ECCN before starting your shipment in the eShip Global system.   

How To find an item’s ECCN: 1) Ask the manufacturer or 2) Self-classify using the table below. To 
confirm the ECCN, go to the Commerce Control List (CCL) search tool and index. 3) Contact MIT Export 
Control for additional questions.   

 

https://bis.gov/regulations
https://research.mit.edu/integrity-and-compliance/export-control/key-concepts/regulations
https://research.mit.edu/integrity-and-compliance/export-control/contact-mit-export-control
https://www.bis.gov/ccl-index
https://research.mit.edu/integrity-and-compliance/export-control/contact-mit-export-control
https://research.mit.edu/integrity-and-compliance/export-control/contact-mit-export-control
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Items without ECCNs 

If there is no ECCN for your item, either it is in the jurisdiction of another agency or it is EAR99. EAR99 is 
the designation for low-technology consumer goods (e.g., a common house fan, office furniture, glass 
beakers, automobile tires).  

The Department of Commerce classifies the majority of commercial items as EAR99. EAR99 can be 
exported to all countries unless the export is going to a comprehensively-sanctioned country, a 
prohibited end-user/user of concern, an Entity List or Unverified List organization, or is for a prohibited 
end-use. 

ECCNs for Chemicals 

To find the ECCN for chemical shipments, consult the Category 1 of the Commerce Control List. 

What is an Export Control Classification Number (ECCN)? An ECCN is a five-digit identifier used by the U.S. Department 
of Commerce to categorize items subject to export control restrictions, as per the Commerce Control List. 

Example: The ECCN of gas turbine technology is 9E003. The item is propulsion (9), technology (E), controlled for 
national security (0), controlled as part of a multi-lateral action (0), and it is the third item listed under 9E. By 
contrast, the ECCN of a gas turbine is 9A001 because “A” indicates that the item is equipment, rather than 
technology and is the first listed under 9A. 

https://research.mit.edu/integrity-and-compliance/export-control/key-concepts/sanctioned-countries
https://www.bis.doc.gov/index.php/documents/federal-register-notices-1/937-ccl1-3/file


ECCNs for Biological materials  

ECCNs for some biological materials are available in the Biological Plant Pathogens Quick Guide and 
Human and Animal Materials Pathogens Quick Guide . eShip Global also provides an ECCN lookup tool 
for biological material, including human, animal, and plant pathogens.  

ECCNs for Plant-pathogens (Ctrl+click to download the PDF) 
 

 

https://research.mit.edu/document/export-control-plant-pathogens-quick-guide
https://research.mit.edu/document/export-control-human-and-animal-materials-pathogens-quick-guide
https://research.mit.edu/document/export-control-plant-pathogens-quick-guide
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Viruses 

  

https://research.mit.edu/document/export-control-human-and-animal-materials-pathogens-quick-guide


Bacteria         Toxins  
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